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GIORGIO PALÙ, MD, FESCMID, PROFESSOR 

 

EDUCATION: 1973 MD School of Medicine, University of Padova, Italy, with best marks & honours; 
19741975 Italian and American Boards of Medicine; 1976-1978 Specialty Diplomas in Oncology and in 
General Pathology, School of Medicine, University of Pavia, Italy. 

RECENT POSITION(S): 1990-2019, Full Professor and Chair of Microbiology and Virology, School of 

Medicine, Department of Molecular Medicine, University of Padova, Italy and 1996-2019, Head of the 
Division of Clinical Microbiology and Virology, School of Medicine, Padova University Hospital, Italy. 
20072019; Adjunct Professor in Neurosciences, School of Medicine, Department of Neurosciences, Temple 
University, Philadelphia (USA); 2010-present, Adjunct Professor in Science and Technology, School of 
Biology, Department of Biology, Temple University, Philadelphia (USA). Ministerial appointments (February 
2020) as Emeritus Professor of the University of Padova; Scientific Advisor of Regione Veneto for Health 
and viral emergencies (February 2020); Scientific consultation with Croatian Government for COVID-19 
(August 2020); President of the Italian Medicines Agency (AIFA), December 2020; Board of experts for 
vaccines and antivirals, European Medicines Agency (EMA), February 2020. 

PREVIOUS POSITION(S): 1976-1990 Postdoctoral fellow and Research associate, Institut Bordet (Université 
Libre, Brussels, 1976), Chester Beatty Research Institute (London University, 1976-80); Visiting Professor at 
the University of Yale (1982, 1983, Departments of Pharmacology, Chemistry, Molecular Biochemistry and 
Biophysics), at the National Institute for Medical Research, London (1981, 1985 UK) and at Harvard 
University (1990, sabbatical year, Dana Farber Cancer Institute, USA). 1991-1999 Director, Institute of 
Microbiology, School of Medicine, University of Padova, Italy. 1999-2002 Director, Department of 
Histology, Microbiology and Medical Biotechnologies, School of Medicine, University of Padova, Italy. 
2011-2015 Director, Department of Molecular Medicine, School of Medicine, University of Padova, Italy. 
September 2013, Scientific Director of the Venetian Institute of Oncology, IRCCS-IOV, Padova, Italy, 
(ministerial appointment). 2014-2018 Director, Department of "Prevention and Treatment of Infectious 
Diseases", School of Medicine, University Hospital, Padova, Italy. 

GRANTED PROJECTS (last 10 years, for over 5 million Euro): 2007-2008 Italian NIH n. 520/40 (Italy-US joint 
project on rare diseases "hyperparathyroidism-jaw tumour syndrome"); 2010-2013 FP7 Health n. 261426 
"WINGS "Epidemiology, Diagnosis and Prevention of West Nile Virus in Europe"; 20102015 Veneto Region 
n. 2154 "Genotypic and phenotypic analysis of emerging viruses"; 2011-2014 FIRB 
RBAP114AMK_011 "Anticancer drug delivery"; 2013-2016 PRIN-MIUR n. 2012Z9FLM8 "Pathogenesis of 
HPV diseases"; 2019-2022 PRIN-MIUR n. 2017KM79NN_005 "Addressing viral neuropathogenesis: 
Unraveling the molecular and cellular pathways of viral replication and host cell response and paving the 
way for the development novel host-targeted, broad spectrum, antiviral agents". 

SUPERVISION OF GRADUATE STUDENTS AND POSTDOCTORAL FELLOWS: Since 1987 supervisor of more 
than 100 graduate students and postdoctoral fellows for Italian and European Universities (University of 
Kent, Bristol and London, UK; University of Heidelberg and Ulm, Germany). 

TEACHING ACTIVITIES: 1980-1982, Assistant Professor of Virology, University of Parma, Medical School, 
1982-1989 Associate Professor of Virology and since 1990 Full Professor of Microbiology and Virology, 
School of Medicine, University of Padova, Italy; 2013 Guest Professor of Molecular Medicine at the 
University of Ulm, Germany. 

INSTITUTIONAL RESPONSIBILITIES: 2004-2011 Dean, School of Medicine, University of Padova, Italy; 2002-
2004 Pro-Rector, University of Padova, Italy (Foreign Affairs and International Research); 2001-2013 
Coordinator, PhD Courses in Virology and Microbial Biotechnologies, in Biomedicine and in Molecular 



Medicine, University of Padova, School of Medicine, Italy (joint project with Ulm University); 2010-2014 
Director, Specialization School in Infectious Diseases, University of Padova, School of Medicine, Italy. 

COMMISSIONS OF TRUST WITH CURRENT INVOLVEMENT: 2015-2018, Ministry of Health, 

Commission of Biotechnology, President; 2011-2018, Scientific Advisory Board, Institute of Human 
Virology, University of Maryland, USA; 2005-present, Roister of experts, European Center for Disease 
Prevention and Control (ECDC), Sweden; 2008-2015, Consultant of the Minister of Health and of the 

Minister of University and Research; AIFA, 2009-2012,member of the technical-scientific committee; 
20122016, Executive Board Italian AIDS Commission; From 1990 Grant reviewer for NIH (USA), MRC (UK), 
European Commission (EU), Italian Ministry of Education, University and Research (MIUR-BIOMED), Italian 
Ministry of Health (MS), Italian Institute of Health (ISS), Italian Center for Research (CNR), Agence 
Nationale de la Recherche (ANR, France), Human Frontier Science Program (HFSP), Deutsche 
Forschungsgesellschaft (DFG); President Scientific Commission for the evaluation of research projects 
dealing with infectious diseases, Novo Nordisk Foundation (2018-2019). 

EDITORIAL BOARD MEMBER: Cancer Therapy (Gene Therapy Press, USA 1997-2013); Journal of 
Neurovirology (USA, 2003-present); Gene Therapy (Nature Pub. Group, USA/UK 2005-2008); Infectious 
Agents and Cancer (Springer Nature, UK, 2006-present); BMC Pharmacology and Toxicology (UK, editor 
section drug design, discovery and delivery, 2014-present); Journal of Virology & Retrovirology (Symbiosis 
Group, USA 2014-present); Viruses (CH, 2017-present). 

MEMBERSHIPS OF SCIENTIFIC SOCIETIES: 2014-present, Invited member EASAC (European 

Academies Science Advisory Council); 2013-2019, President, European Society for Virology, Germany; 
2010-2019, Corresponding member of GFV-Gesellschaft für Virologie (German Society for Virology); 
2001present, Founding member, Italian Society for Virology; 2001-2012, 2016-2019, President; 2001-2004 
Cochair, American Society of Gene Therapy, USA (Cancer gene therapy). 

RESEARCH INTERESTS AND AWARDS: Antimicrobial and antiviral therapy and resistance; Anticancer 
therapy; Molecular, Applied (Biotechnology) and Clinical Virology and Microbiology; Development of 
molecular and cellular therapies; design of viral and non-viral vectors for gene transfer, somatic gene 
therapy and vaccinology for neoplastic, infectious and genetic diseases. Author of over 600 publications in 
Peer-review journals and of 35 book chapters. Awards: 1995 Third European Award on Gene Therapy 
(European Society of Gene Therapy); 1995 Clemson University distinct scholar award (for the search of 
new antivirals); 1997 Gene Therapy Award for the first clinical trial of gene therapy of glioblastoma with 
two genes in combination (Italian Society of Neurosurgery); 2005 International Prize in Medicine Bruno da 
Longobucco (University of Calabria, Italy); 2014 Excellence in Virology Award - Italian Society for Virology; 
2017 Nomination as Fellow of the European Society of Clinical Microbiology and Infectious Diseases 

(FESCMID) for "outstanding scientific contribution"; 2018 Italian Prize Golden Wings for culture merits; 

2018 QS World University Rankings (Brescia); 2019 Young Minds at Work, PhD School in Biomedicine, Prize 
for pioneering enterprise in Virology (Desenzano, Lake Garcia); 2019 Leonardo Prize (Gerace); 2019 
International Prize Fondazione "Guido Lenghi e Flaviano Magrassi" (Accademia Nazionale dei Lincei, 
Roma); Member of the Olympic Academy (Accademia Olimpica) Class Sciences and technology (2019); 
Padovano eccellente (September 2020). Winner of the prize for the best 2020 paper of the FEMS Journal 
Pathogens and Disease "Coronaviruses: a paradigm for new emerging zoonotic diseases". 

Keynote lecturer and invited speaker at many International Congresses and prestigious Research and 

Educational Institutions: among others, Harvard; Yale; UCL; ICL; ICRF; UCSD; UCLA; Mayo; Columbia; 
Stanford; The Royal Society, London; National Academy of Sciences, Washington; The Royal Netherlands 
Academy of Arts and Sciences (KNAW); The European Academies' Science Advisory Council (EASAC), the 
Slovenian Academy of Sciences; The Croatian Academy of Sciences and Arts. Organizer of more than 30 
International Congresses in the last 10 years. 

Holder of national and international patents for diagnostic procedures, viral and non-viral vectors for 
gene therapy and vaccines, antitumor drugs, antiviral drugs. 

Padua, January 19th, 2021  

 GIORGIO PALÙ 


